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District Governor – Gary Miner - 2010-2011 (Greenfield)
 
OI President – Danny Rodgers (Fort Worth, TX)
 
Great Plains Region Vice-President – Gloria Kloster, (Brookings, SD)
 
District Secretary – Thomas Lloyd II (Optimist Club of Des Moines)
 
International Theme – “Optimists-Bringing out the Best in Kids”
 
District Theme – “Crossroads"
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The theme for the 2010/2011 Iowa Optimist year was Crossroads.  The District pin was the shape of the State of Iowa with the Crossroads representing Interstate 35 and Interstate 80 intersecting mid-state.  As in many years past, there were three Quarterly Conferences, a State Convention and a Presidents Visit.  My wife, Sharon, and I attended each of the aforementioned gatherings and we also attended the Optimist International Convention held at the Inner Harbor Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland.  One of the highlights of the Convention was watching fireworks being shot into the sky from a harbor barge on the 4th of July.  Our accommodation was perfect for a phenomenal viewing of the fireworks display. 

The Iowa District Convention was held in Council Bluffs in 2011.  This was an extraordinary year when the Missouri River flooded directly next to the hotel. On the evening of the Governor’s Banquet (Saturday night) the pumping system that removed any of the flood waters had failed.  The elevator cavity quickly filled with water and was pouring out of the elevator doors; flowing over the floor of the balcony, splashing onto the first floor next to the Registration Desk.  What a sight!  Optimists were shuttled to other hotels.  Some as far away as Omaha.  The hotel got the system under control 
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somehow and everything went on, as scheduled, Sunday morning.  This Convention will never be forgotten by anyone who has attended!

Danny Rodgers was the International President and Gloria Kloster was the International Regional Vice President.  In 2010-2011 the Optimist International theme for the year was “Optimists-Bringing Out the Best in Kids”. It was a true pleasure working with Texan, Danny Rodgers and Jill as our Optimist International President.

The best part of the year, for me as Governor as a small-town country boy, was meeting the many Clubs in the Iowa District and witnessing their projects and all that they had accomplished for the kids in their respective communities.

President, Danny Rodgers was promoting a new program; “Friend of Optimist” during this year and The Greenfield Optimist Club was the first club in all of Optimist International to meet the challenge of OI President, Danny Rodgers to get 20 “Friend of Optimist” new Members.  We were later honored by a visit from Optimist International President, Danny Rodgers and Regional Vice President Gloria Kloster.  This was by far the greatest honor for the Greenfield Optimist Club. 
We traveled many miles and visited many clubs to encourage growth and new club building while meeting many Optimist Members and familiarizing ourselves with each Club’s activities and their accomplishments.  I and my team worked hard on new membership and new clubs for the District and although my year ended with a sizable negative growth for the District we were proud of the efforts given by each person on my Growth Team.  
New locations that would benefit from Optimist activity were identified.  The surrounding clubs and members helped build the two new clubs. New clubs chartered during the 2010-2011 year in the Iowa district included: 
· North Scott
· Riverside 

The best part of the Governor experience was the discovery of leadership skills that had been well hidden inside of this Iowa farm boy.  Optimist training is the best and was instrumental  in preparing me for future opportunities.  

TEAM” means “Together Everyone Achieves More”; And that was true for this Optimist year.  I could not have fulfilled my goals without the terrific efforts from my entire TEAM!  Each TEAM Member was presented with a wooden cross carved from a walnut tree grown on my Iowa Farm.
One team member needs to be singly recognized.  My wife Sharon was a green light at the Crossroads.  She cleared the roadblocks, guided me around the potholes and kept me in my lane avoiding the ditches along the way.  Thank you, Sharon.

Gary Miner
2010-2011 Iowa District Governor 
[image: A yellow and black sign

Description automatically generated with low confidence]





This year of “Crossroads” was exciting and would not have happened without some incredible Crossroad Leaders.  At foremost an executive leadership that took on the tough decisions to keep the Great Iowa District alert and driving forward the entire year. 

Executive Board:
	Governor 			Gary Miner
Past Governor 		Janet Lloyd					
Immediate Past Governor 	Barbara Robertson
Governor-Elect		Gerri Barnett
	Secretary-Treasurer	Thomas Lloyd II
	Lt. Governors 		Kathy Baker, Phyllis Sponsler, Paul Beeler, Sharon Miner,					Mary Ann Bane Burrows, Mark Feilmann, Earl G. Hopkins, 					Richard W. Bice, Rick D. Henshaw, John McFarland, Rick					Danielson,   

[bookmark: _Hlk87796451]Besides my Executive Board and Lt. Governors listed above, I had a tremendous team of District Chairs:
	Achievements and Awards – Dan Hagan
	Audit and Finance – E. Ted Baker
	Internet Safety – Dennis E. McGregor
	Candidate Qualifications – Barbara Robertson
	Activities – Marge Hopkins
	Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) – Sharon Nakato
Club Services – Craig Kelley
	College Clubs – Gerri Barnett
Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH)-Anthony Portero-Paff Community Project Awards (CPA) – Cyndi Barber
Conference Assistant – Janet Lloyd
	Convention Co-Chairs – Lucy Hough / Kristi Kennedy
	Essay & Oratorical – Patricia Mason
	Junior Golf – Mark Rohde
	Junior Optimist International (JOOI) – Elyssa Barnett
	Leadership Development – Dave Mason
	Membership – Dave Phillips
	New Club Building – James Boyd
	OI Convention Ambassador – Judy Boyd
	OI Foundation – Judy Boyd
OI Supplies – Jeanne Kelley
Personal Growth & Involvement (PGI) – Jock Naert
Photographer – Dale Robertson
	Public Relations – Lesa Buck
Sergeant at Arms – RD Keep
	State Fair – Janet Lloyd



MANY AWARDS AND DISTINGUISHMENTS WERE EARNED:

MOST NOTABLE:
Distinguished Lt. Governors:
							Zone 2:   Kathy Baker
							Zone 4:   Paul Beeler
							Zone 10: Rick Henshaw

Optimist of the Year:				Denny Phares-Kalona	


The Essay Contest Theme for 2010/2011 was “How my Education is the Key to a Successful Future”

The Oratorical Contest Theme for 2010/2011 was “If I were Leader of the Free World, the First Issue I Would Address Would be…”

The District Uniform for the “Crossroads” year was:
· Business Attire:
· Black Blazer
· District Yellow Shirt/Blouse
· District Bow Tie/Scarf
· [bookmark: _Hlk113796173]Khaki Slacks or Capris/Skirt
· Casual Attire:
· Black District Polo
· Casual Pants or Jeans (Men)
· Khaki Slacks or Capris/Skirt
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