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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]District Governor Dave Phillips - Program Year 2015-2016

OI President - Dave Bruns

Great Plains Region Vice-President - Mark Claussen

District Secretary - Gerri Barnett

International Theme:  "Optimists-Bringing out THE BEST in Youth, 
in our Communities, and in Ourselves: RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW"

My Theme - "Opportunity Knocks"

After rejecting, for several years, encouragement from a number of previous District Governors to place my name "in the hat" to be considered for filling the District Governor position (due to my involvement in a Garden Ministry), I relented after being involved in an automobile accident; I truly believe it was God's way to nudge me to consider serving as Governor.

Choosing my District Theme, Opportunity Knocks, was easy.  I believe that every human being has an innate need for his/her life to have a meaningful purpose.  Getting involved in a service organization such as our Optimist organization is an opportunity to satisfy this need.  Opportunity is Knocking- open the door and avail yourself to the opportunity to enhance the lives of kids.

I set specific goals for my year as Governor; i.e., membership growth; leading the Iowa District to Distinguished Status; and to charter an Optimist Club in my hometown of Bettendorf, Iowa.  With the support of my fellow Optimists throughout the District, all of these goals were attained. Our District ended the year with a net growth of 140 members; such growth provided more labor resources throughout our District to undertake more youth-serving projects/activities and provided sources for new ideas to better serve the youth in communities across our District.  Our District ranked 7th among Optimist International's 49 Districts in membership growth and was recognized as a Distinguished District.

During my year, two new clubs were chartered- the Siouxland Optimist Club and the Bettendorf Optimist Club (truly one of the highlights of my year).

I had the pleasure of serving under the leadership of OI President Dave Bruns and Great Plains Region Vice-President Mark Claussen.  Under the leadership of Mark, the Great Plains Region had an Awesome year.  Five of the six Districts in the Region attained membership growth; as a Region, we had net membership growth of over 520 members.  Four of the six Districts attained Distinguished status.  One of my fellow District Governors, Edie Harris of the AMS&NW Region, had net membership growth of over 240 members, the highest membership growth of the 49 OI Districts.

Also, I had the pleasure of having the following Lt. Governors serve during my year: Zone 1: E. Ted and Kathy Baker; Zone 2: Sue Enewold; Zone 3: George Volz; Zone 4: Cyndi Barber; Zone 5: JoAnn Collins; Zone 6: Jay Reyhons; Zone 7: Bing McHone; Zone 8: Leslie Mason; Zone 9: Richard Bice; Zone 10: Dr. Jim King and Assistant Cathy Schlickman; Zone 11: Robert Mclachlan; and Zone 12: Bob Miller.  Zone 10 Lt. Governor Dr. Jim King was recognized as a Distinguished Lt. Governor and I selected JoAnn Collins as the District's Outstanding Lt. Governor.

Reflecting back on my Governorship, I have many fond memories; the following two were very special: the 2014-2015 District Convention at which I was installed as the incoming District Governor and the 2015-2016 District Convention that I presided over.  The former Convention was hosted by the Davenport Noon Optimist Club.  It was truly a blessing to have the Convention in my home community as many of my local Optimist friends attended.  I believe around 230 Optimists attended the Convention (at least a portion of it).   My Convention was held at Lake Rathbun in southern Iowa; close to Moravia where I attended school (3rd grade through high school).  I attended a one-room country school for grades kindergarten through 2nd grade.  My 101 year-old, country school teacher, Gladys Houser, who lived in Centerville (close to Lake Rathbun), was my honored guest at the Convention.  She was the "star" at the District banquet; she enjoyed meeting and conversing with many of my Optimist friends.  Later, she shared with me that she was so warmly welcomed at the banquet that she felt like a "Queen".  She passed on the following year.

I broke tradition by naming two Optimists of the Year - Austin Adams, President of the Hawkeye College Club (he personally recruited over 50 new members) and my Membership Chair Carl McCarthy who was integral to the success our District experienced  in membership growth (i.e., hand-turning Optimist pens as an incentive for members to recruit new Optimists).

I would be remiss if I didn't mention the initiative of my Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) Program Chair Kelly Hansen.  Kelly organized a Shave to Save fund raiser. At our 3rd Quarter Conference, twenty-nine District Optimists had their heads shaved to raise funds to fight childhood cancer.  Over $50,000 was raised and provided to the Medical Center in Omaha, Blank Hospital in Des Moines, and the University of Iowa Stead Family Children's Hospital in Iowa City.  After the Awesome success of the fund raiser, I asked Craig Boring, Executive Director of the Optimist International Foundation, if he could recall any single event raising more money for the CCC Program; he responded that he was not aware of any.  :-)

This synopsis is getting very wordy, (no surprise to my fellow District Optimists) so I better wrap it up.  Just a "few" closing remarks.

Without the encouragement, support, and personal sacrifices of First Lady Sharon, this chapter of my life would not have happened.  She supported my decision to put my name in the hat to serve as Governor.  Her organizational skills certainly kept me on track during my Governorship and having her input on different things was invaluable.

I want to thank all of my fellow Optimists for their support during my year as Governor; especially, those individuals who encouraged me to serve as District Governor.  It was such a rewarding and serotonin-building experience visiting clubs throughout our Great District which provided me the opportunity to learn of the many projects/activities being undertaken to serve youth in their respective communities.

Last, but definitely not least, I want to sincerely thank my District Secretary Gerri Barnett.  Without her exemplary commitment, support, expertise, and assistance, our District would not have had the outstanding success that we had; truly a God-send.  :-)

I close with my favorite quote:  "I shall pass through this world but once.  Any good, therefore, that I can do or any kindness that I can show any fellow human being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again". -- Missionary Steve Grellet

Yours in Optimism,

Dave Phillips
2015-2016 Iowa District Governor
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[bookmark: _Hlk208686678]MY EXECUTIVE BOARD
Governor:				Dave Phillips			QC Morning
Secretary-Treasurer			Gerri Barnett			Ft. Madison Area
Immed. Past Governor		Donald Pfeiffer		Washington
Past Governor				Cyndi Barber			Ankeny

Lt. Governor-Zone  1			Not Filled
Lt. Governor-Zone  2			Susan Enewold		Council Bluffs
Lt. Governor-Zone  3			George Volz			Riverside
Lt. Governor-Zone  4			Cyndi Barber			Ankeny
Lt. Governor-Zone  5			G Joan Collins	  (OLG)	Winterset
Lt. Governor-Zone  6			Jay Reyhons			Ankeny
Lt. Governor-Zone  7			Bing McHone			Marshalltown Morning
Lt. Governor-Zone  8			Leslie Mason			Corydon-Wayne
Lt. Governor-Zone  9			Richard Bice			Marion-Cedar Rapids
Lt. Governor-Zone 10			Jim King	   (DLG)	Davenport Noon
Asst. Lt. Gov. Zone 10		Cathy Schlickman		Dubuque Noon
[bookmark: _Hlk208685227]Lt. Governor-Zone 11			Bob McLachlan/		Coralville
					Sharon Nakato		Coralville
Lt. Governor-Zone 12			Bob Miller			Kalona
MY DISTRICT TEAM
Achievements & Awards		Rich May			Grinnell
Bulletin/Newsletter			Jay Reyhons			Ankeny
Candidate Qualifications		Donald Pfeiffer		Washington
Childhood Cancer Campaign		Kelly Hansen			Davenport Evening
Contest for the Deaf			Anthony Portero-Paff		Council Bluffs
Club Fitness Advisors			Dave & Patty Mason		Corydon of Wayne
College Clubs				Jim Boyd			Urbandale
Conf./Conv. Tech Advisor		Rick Danielson		Burlington-West Burlington
Centerpiece Coordinator		LeAnne Schneckloth		Davenport Evening
District Convention			Marge Hopkins		Corydon-Wayne
District Activities			Marguerite Fehseke		Corydon-Wayne
Essay					Judy Boyd			Urbandale
Finance				Dennis McGregor		Burlington-West Burlington
Friend of Optimist Co-Chair		Sharon Miner			Greenfield
Friend of Optimist Co-Chair		Cathy Schlickman		Dubuque Noon
Fun Ambassadors			Tom and Janet Lloyd		Des Moines Western Noon
Governor’s Support Team		Sharon and Gary Miner	Greenfield
Historian				Leon Wilkinson		Bloomfield
Soc. Media/Internet Safety		Audrey Barnett		Fort Madison Area
Junior Optimist Oct. Int’l		Barbara Robertson		Underwood
MY DISTRICT TEAM (Cont.)

Jr. Golf					Mark Rohde			Marshalltown
Leadership Development		Denny Phares			Kalona
Membership				Carl McCarthy			Dubuque Noon
New Club Building Co-Chr		Craig Kelley			Knoxville
New Club Building Co-Chr		Paul Oehrlein			Davenport Evening
OI Convention Ambassador		Rebecca Butler-Mona		Des Moines Western Noon
OI Foundation				Cyndi Barber			Ankeny
Oratorical				Richard Bice			Marion-Cedar Rapids
Parliamentarian			Thomas Lloyd II		Des Moines Western Noon
Personal Growth & Involve.		Dale Robertson		Underwood
Photographer				Aaron jGunnare		Davenport Noon
Sergeant at Arms			RD Keep			Oskaloosa
State Fair				Not Filled					
Strategic Planning			Jim Boyd			Urbandale
Supplies				Sharon Nakato		Coralville
Webmaster				John Kessler			Davenport Noon
Youth Appreciation Prog.		Deb Kelly			QC Morning
Chaplain				Howard Johnson		QC Morning
Conference Assistant			Kathy Cox			Davenport Noon


INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS

OI President				David Bruns			Topeka, Kansas
OI Vice President			Mark Claussen		Great Plains Region

AWARDS


Master Secretary-Treasurers:	Carl McCarthy		Dubuque
					Sheryl Miller		Kalona
					Judy Boyd		Urbandale
					Gordon Olberding	Washington

Master Secretary:			Janet Lloyd		Des Moines Western Noon
					Deb Kelly		Davenport QC Morning
					Gerri Barnett		Fort Madison Area

Distinguished Lt. Governor		Jim King		Zone #10

AWARDS (Cont.)


Outstanding Lt. Governor		G. JoAnn Collins	Zone # 6

Distinguished Dist. Sec.-Treas.	Gerri Barnett		Ft. Madison Area

Distinguished Governor		Dave Phillips		Quad City Morning

[bookmark: _Hlk208990080]Distinguished District Foundation	Cyndi Barber		Ankeny
	
Optimist of the Year			Austin Adams		U of IA
					Carl McCarthy		Dubuque

Governor’s Opportunity Knocks President Award (Net 20% growth by March 31, 2016)
	
					Craig Kelley		Knoxville
					Austin Adams		U of IA

Top Member Recruiter 2016:	Austin Adams		U of IA

Achievements and Awards “Opportunity Knocks”:

					Small Club		40050 Des Moines
					Large Club		40055 Dubuque Noon

Club Bulletin Award:		Leslie Mason		Corydon-Wayne
					Abby Degenhardt	Dubuque Noon
					Tammy Pearson	Greenfield

Bringing Out the Best:

Club					President 		Secretary-Treasurer 

Leon					Susan Cordes		Marlene Scott/Judy Partridge 
Ankeny				Kelly Calderon		Loretta Cooley
Corydon of Wayne			Marguerite Fehseke	Richard Mason
Davenport Evening			Ruben Moore Jr.	Tonya Martinez
Burlington-West Burlington		Dan Gifford		Leslie Satler
Fort Madison Area			Tonya Rehm		Audrey Barnett/Gerri Barnett
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AWARDS (Cont.)

HONOR CLUB AND “Bringing Out the Best”:

Club					President 		Secretary-Treasurer 

LeMars				Gary Ellenshon	Sue Brandenburg
Carter Lake				Keebie Kessler	Robertson
Council Bluffs				Lloyd Burke		Leonard Wright
Council Bluffs-West End		Gary Wise		Vicky Smith
Riverside				Steve Feauto		Anna D’Angelo/Angela Gordon
Kimballton-Elkhorn			Tyler Larson		Jeanette Knudsen
Greenfield				Patricia Reeces	Stacie Hull/Amy O’Rourke
Winterset				Phillip Clifton		Amanda Nicolai
Des Moines Western Noon		Jessinda Madonia	Janet Lloyd/Robert Reinard
Urbandale				jim Boyd		Judy Boyd
Marshalltown Morning			John Hall		shari Coughenour 
Waterloo				Roger Goldsberry	James Welch/Errol Brown
Bloomfield				Ashley Leyda Walkup	Anne Morgan
Oskaloosa				Jane Krutzfeldt	R. D. Keep
Cedar Rapids				Edward Dailey III	Stephen Menzner
River Valley				John Smith		Mike Clingingsmith
Dubuque Evening			William Howes	William Howes
Maquoketa				Glenn Short		Judith Bickford/Ted Strait
Dubuque Morning			Delores Kass		Noreen Larson
Coralville				Robert McLachlan	Janet McLachlan
Solon					Marvin Stastny	Terry Krob
Kalona					Lynn Merck		Sheryl Miller
Washington				Ben Williams		Gordon Olberding
Washington Township		Fred Wagner		Marvin Eimen


DISTINGUISHED CLUB AND “Bringing Out the Best”: 

Club					President 		Secretary-Treasurer 

Des Moines				Thomas Lloyd II	Dee Willemsen
Marshalltown				Roger Heatwole	Amy Pieper/Nathan Minkel
North Scott				Amanda Thibodeaux	Erin Gentz
Quad Cities Morning			Chuck Stanger	Debby Kelly/Ruefer
Dubuque				Mark Ernst		Carl McCarthy
Bettendorf				Ryan Vanlanduyt	Lyra Vanlanduyt/Mike Schneck
U of IA Hawkeye			Austin Adams		Gerri Barnett/Melissa Rader

[bookmark: _Hlk208991971]JUNIOR OPTIMIST OCTAGON INT’L

Governor				Alexis Keller		Underwood
Past Governor 			Maria Pearson		Underwood
Secretary-Treasurer 			Erica Goertz		Underwood
[bookmark: _Hlk208992319]Lt. Governor				Faith Beebe		Griswold
Lt. Governor				Keeley Shantz		Greenfield
Lt. Governor				Avery Jorgensen	Wayne
Lt. Governor				Maria Sanchez	Davenport



MISCELLANEOUS


The Essay Contest Theme for 2015/16 was “Lead by Example: Reality or Fiction?” 

The Oratorical Contest Theme for 2015/16 was “How My Best Brings Out the Best in 	Others”

The Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH) Theme for 2015/16
 was “How My Best Brings Out the Best in Others”

My Team uniform was:

· Black Sport Coat/Jacket		
· White Shirt/Blouse		
· Tie/Scarf
· Grey Pants, slacks or skirt


Casual Attire men: OI District Shirt w/khaki pants or jeans

Casual Attire women: OI District Shirt w/khaki pants or jeans/jeans skirt
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