
Welcome to the 2026 - 2027 Optimist year. This past year, Governor Jane Schmidt did an outstanding
job in Cultivating Optimism. Now is the time to Feel the Beat move your feet, as we keep the
momentum moving forward as we “Tune Into Optimism.”  Wouldn’t it be nice for our District to have
Back to Back positive hits?

As a child my grandparents had an older Philco radio. When I visited, I enjoyed listening to that radio.
It always seemed to have notes of nostalgia. Occasionally, the frequency did not come in well and
adjustments were made in order for the station to come in correctly. We as Optimists need to keep
dialing in, in order to keep the static and noise out of our airwaves. We as Optimists need to change
the tempo and promote positivity. Once we inundate the airwaves we can nurture and improve what
occurs within our communities . I believe Optimists in the District can develop powerful beats that
speak to communities throughout our District. However, we must work at this together. Optimist
members and Optimist Clubs are the DJ’s of their own lives, and I believe we can keep making the
right harmonies versus minor chords. 

During each conference we will be learning how to better promote ourselves within the communities
we reside. We will talk about using a  “Branding Day.” We will also celebrate long term Optimist
members. Those individuals are a key to the success of Optimism and truly are making a difference
in the communities in which they serve. I want to set a tone and investigate the use of Club within a
Club. I intend to turn up the volume on all forms of media platforms. This is in addition to encouraging
a more visual presence at Festivals, Fairs and parades, to make more of a visual presence to those
around us. Think for a moment what it would be like if every community had an Optimist Club within
our District. Wouldn't that make life sound better? We would be changing the world one song at a
time from our radio. I believe this could happen if we worked together.

I am looking forward to meeting all the clubs during this next year and seeing the impressive
Clubs in action. I will take delight in seeing our members living out The 10 promises in our
beautiful Optimist Creed.

I want all of you to prepare to share this Optimist year as we turn up the volume button on the radio
as we tune in. We all can create a new rhythm and keep this tempo moving forward.

Governor,
Joleen Jorgensen
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Click Radio to Play

https://www.iowaoptimist.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Optimist_Creed_Edited_Radio_Fading_Hiss.mp3


Mark your calendar for the following important dates in this Optmist Year:
Dates to Remember

First Quarter Conference - October 23rd -24 , 2026 th

The Courtyard by Mariott 
405 SE Creekview Drive Ankeny, IA 50021

2nd Quarter Conference- February 27th, 2027 via Zoom
9:00 - 11:30 AM

3rd Quarter Conference - April 23rd-24th, 2027 
The Courtyard by Marriott 

405 SE Creekview Drive Ankeny, IA 50021

Optimist International Convention - July 6th - 9th, 2027 
Hyatt Regency 

601 Loyola Ave New Orleans, Louisiana 70113

4th Quarter Iowa District Convention - August 27th-29th, 2027
Hotel Millwright 

800 48th Ave Amana, IA 52203
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Page 4: Outline of our Essay and Oratorical Contests
Page 5: Membership and Silent Auction Info
Page 6: Registration for First Quarter Conference - 
                early registration extended to Oct. 5         
Page 7: Registration form for State Convention in August
Page 8:  Graphics to promote your clubs on social media







Note from our Membership Chair, Dave Phillips

Friend of Optimists-An Accommodating Membership Option
Often in our membership recruitment efforts, we hear the following-" I don't have
the time to attend club meetings or get actively involved in the activities/projects
of the club." In response to that comment, we can inform the potential recruit of a
membership option which provides the opportunity to support the positive
impact our club is having on the youth in our respective communities without
making a time commitment. The recruitment of "Friends" provides an opportunity
for us to make the existence of our club known (our Club provides our Friends
with an attractively framed certificate-see below) and to raise funds; i.e., a Friend
membership costs $140 of which Optimist International rebates $56 to the
sponsoring club.  

Potential Friends include: business owners; Professionals (your family doctor,
lawyer, accountant, pastor, insurance agent, etc.); your neighbors; friends; adult
children; spouse; school administrators; city officials; and others. Our District's
membership recruitment incentives this Program Year will include two incentives;
i.e., for the individual member and the club recruiting the most Friends. 

To learn more, check out the Friend of Optimists Brochure ($140 annually to OI
with $56 sent back to the club) and read the Frequently Asked Questions. To
apply for membership online, click here.

CONFERENCE BASKET IDEAS FOR THE OI FOUNDATON SILENT AUCTION

FIRST QUARTER THEME: Fall, Thanksgiving, and even
Christmas. Could be artwork, mums, tailgate baskets,
Iowa or Iowa State items, wreaths - items and
baskets worth $25 or above.

THIRD QUARTER THEME: spring and summer related
items. Beach or pool baskets, garden baskets, a
weekend get a way for mom for Mother’s day. Or any
item you feel is worth $25.00 or above. 

https://www.optimist.org/forms/Friend_of_Optimists_Brochure.pdf
https://www.optimist.org/Documents/2026/FOO_FAQ.pdf
https://www.optimist.org/onlineforms/foo_new.cfm






Promos you can use to advertise your club:
Graphics from Optimist International Facebook Page

Follow Optimist International on Facebook
and share their motivating posts along with

your club information to build your
membership!
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